KAI LUNG'S GOLDEN HOURS

Having thus prepared his discreditable plot, Leou
twice struck the walls enclosing him, so that Sun
Wei coughed violently. The demon was thereby
enabled to escape, and he never actually appeared
in a tangible form again, although he frequently
communicated, by means of signs and omens, with
those whom he wished to involve in his sinister
designs.

ii.   THE  PART  PLAYED   BY  THE  SLVVE-GIRL,   HIA

Among the remaining possessions that the hos-
tility of the deities still left to Sun Wei at the
time of these happenings was a young slave of
many-sided attraction. The name of Hia had been
given to her, but she was generally known as
Tsing-ai on account of the extremely affectionate*
gladness of her nature.

On the day following that in which Sun Wei and
the demon Leou had conversed together, Hia was
disporting herself in the dark shades of a secluded
pool, as her custom was after the heat of her
labours, when a phoenix, flying across the glade,
dropped a pearl of unusual size and lustre into the
stream. Possessing herself of the jewel and placing
it in her mouth, so that it should not impede the
action of her hands, Hia sought the bank and
would have drawn herself up when she became
aware of the presence of one having the guise of
a noble commander. He was regarding her witt
a look in which well - expressed admiration was
blended with a delicate intimation that owing to
the unparalleled brilliance of her eyes he was un-
able to perceive any other detail of her appear-
ance, and was, indeed, under the impression that
she was devoid of ordinary outline. At the same
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